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DESIGN SERVICES

WELDS - GROUND SMOOTH, RAISED OR POOR

The purpose of this information sheet is to provide specific guidance targeted at areas
within the fabrication process that will lead to improvements in the finished product. It is
our aim to educate and provide awareness to our customers, that will save time and money,
by correcting potential design flaws.
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It is not uncommon where a welding consumable is used that this can affect the coating
finish of the weld as most welding electrodes generally have a high silicone content. As a
result the weld metal deposited may be significantly more reactive than the parent metal
leading to an increased coating thickness locally at the weld.

Whilst this issue is purely aesthetic it may be avoided by ensuring the welding consumable
matches the parent steel or by using low silicone welding products.

Care should be also be taken when grinding this area as in some cases where it has been
ground flush this can lead poor weld penetration, cracks in the weld and potentially
chemical ingress and weep. Furthermore coarse grinding can lead to a rough surface finish.
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